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lowed.11 Dispensary doctors soon became familiar with it and some lost
their lives from it. When the House of Recovery was opened a com-
mittee was appointed to organize the cleansing of infected houses by
whitewashing with hot lime,91 and printed instructions were circu-
lated. Fever cases were admitted immediately without waiting for the
subscriber's letter and the approval of the weekly board as was general
in other hospitals.92 To avoid infecting hackney coaches patients were
carried in a litter with a detachable linen lining (this was mobbed when
it first appeared).
The committee soon discovered that there were places where the
infection had continued for many years, and they offered to whitewash
and cleanse those parts of London which were particularly subject to
fever.93 The effects in the parish of St Clement Danes were so marked
that the Vestry voted twenty guineas to the Institution and recom-
mended their successors to make a liberal annual donation.94 The
House of Recovery was supported by the London parishes, though at
first there was said to be reluctance in some workhouses to send their
fever patients there. Some parishes subscribed to the Institution, others
paid two guineas a week with each patient.95 In May 1804 the Institu-
tion was given a Treasury grant of £3.000 on condition of raising an
additional sum by subscription, and*with this it was able to buy one
of the smallpox hospitals in Pancras Road - a large building in which
part was set aside for scarlet fever.
The result of these measures was seen in a sudden drop in the number
of fever cases, due partly of course to the subsiding of the epidemic of
1800-1, partly to a period of war-prosperity in London.96 While the
annual average mortality from fever in the eighteenth century had been
3,188, the deaths for 1802 were 2,201, and by 1815 had been reduced to
1,033. The number of fever patients at the Carey Street Dispensary,
which had previously averaged 250 a year, was only 4 in 1804. There
had also been a great reduction in the mortality of the disease; one in
four of those attacked is said to have died before the House of Recovery
was opened; during its first nine years 785 patients were admitted, 696
of whom had been cured, a mortality of less than i in 9, though some
were 'sinking under the fatal effects of dram-drinking'.97 In 1810 Dr
Lettsom regarded typhus as * almost extinct* in London,98 and the
experiences of the doctors of the House of Recovery taught them the

